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SS. PETHR 2ND PAUL C#THOLIC CHURCH (CO¥POUND) ‘N[,Iﬂ;.ﬁu1[7
" In 1841, the nucleus of the nresent SS, Feter snd Peaul congrega-

tion consisted of & hendful of German Catholics ettending St. Patrick's

Cahurch. The number of Germgn cstholics incrensed with the arrival of
5.

the B & O Railrosd snd the ,Canal into Cumberland in 1842 and 1850,

The little freme church et St, Patrick's could no longer accomodate

\

the worshipers. Father Josevh Helmprecht and Fether John N. Neumanqg:f?,hu

. w‘”
were emong the Redemptorists who served Cumberlend Cathodics in 1841,/L«"¢

Anxious to have a resident pastor of.their ovn nationelity, the German
population elected Michsel Wiesel to go to the Archbishop of Baltimore,
the Most hev. Samuel Eccleston to meke the request. Permission was
grentedy Dsc. 4, 1847, Mr. Wiesel and Fev. Neumann, superior of the
Fedemptorists, =-lected the present site. This land known as Academy
Hi1ll (formerly - .~because of location of Fort Cumberland).This
area wos the scene of the defeat of the French br the Eﬁglish, during
the French and Indisn War.(es taken from Concise Histcry of Cumberlsand,
which arpeared in the Dsily News of Jan. 3, 1926; this item found in
water department file by J.D. Goodhnnd, city euditor.).

- The State offered two lots for ssle. Nr. Wiesel paid §600 cash
for one, with the option to purchese the other at & later dete. He
did so for an additionsl $350. In the spring of 1848, men of the
perish began work on the foundation. On July 4, 1848, the solemn
laying of the corn ~-stone took place. Most Fev. Eccleston,D.D.
. officlated. A procession formed at St., Patrick's and marched through
Centre and Baltimore Streets to the church site. The corner-stone was
leid following the rites of the Church in honor of the Apostles ,Peter
and Paul. Two sermona were delivered, one in English by the lost Rev.

Archblshop and the other in German by Rev. Josech Helmprecht. The Church

was under roof by the end of the yesr.
In 1849, Rev. F. Anthony Urbasncgek was appointed as the first pastor

or.ss. Peter snd Psul Church. Brother Adam Parr became the first teacher.




Page 2. SS. Peter and Psul Church (cmnound)ﬂﬂﬂ
Father Urben, as he was called, and Brother Adam moved into their new
quarters. The besement of the church served as chspel, school, monastery
&1l in one. Their joint salery was $30 a month. The totsl bill of con-
struction was §5,600. Pew rentasls of §1 per seat for three months plus
Sundey collections were the only means by which the debt was eventually
pald. A gift of an organ valued at 3150 wes recel¥ed from the Hedemp-
torist Order.

The novitiate of the Order, being locatsd hers, required larger
quarters. In 1850, they were built closely conmnected to the churéz:éybuaﬂi?
In 1850, 2 and 1/8 acres of land, on KRose Hill, were purchesec

end divided intc lots selling for §15 each. This wes the beginning

of the 8S. Pec ful cemetery.

A conflict btetween church snd gc- ment started socn after the
formetion of { Germen Empire in 1870, During the time of "Xultur-
kemph" (culture wer) In Germeny, some of the Cepuchin fathers decided
to come to America. Father Anthony Scheurmsnn =znd Fether Frencis Wolf
arrived in New Yc and lesrned of the Csrmelites wish to give up the
school and p:~ ' sn work et SS. Peter and Psul to return to thelr former
house in Kansas. Comlng to Cumberland in June 1875, these priests pur-
chesed the entire property from Father Cyril for {21,000. Other Capu-
chins soon ceme to SS. Peter and Paql's. BatherrAnthony was mede
pastor ujron the retirement of Father Anthony in 1877,

With the expansion of the facilities the church needed enlarging.
A two story sacristy wes built on both sides of the sanctuary, esch

extending nine feet bevond the length of the church. All additions
were completed during 1872,
In 1883, the corner-stone for the new parish hell wss laid. The

high alters put in by the Carmelites were gradually replaced by hand-
carved altars made by the Capuchin Brothers creftmanship. The interior




Page 3. S8. Peter and Paul Church (Compound)
of the church wes painted in fresco style in 18¢8 and 8 new organﬁb‘m‘n\//?
wag purchased.

in 19C2, the stained glass windows were purchased for $5,280.

ML=
They were imported from Insbruck., The Monastery wall was completed

in 1903.
Ursuline Acedemy

In 1852, the need for more school room facllitlies arose, so the
"Allegany County Academy" on the édrner of Fayette Street and Plum
Alley was purchased for £2,000. (Notes Plum 2lley was purchesed from
the city c¢i Cumberland and%s now the driveway to the Honastery grounds).
This 21d 2Acedemy building was rerleced by s new school in 1868, wﬁen
the Carmelite Fathers had chsrge of the parish. Superiors of the Fe-
denmptorist Order, deslring to have the novitiate snd college nesrer
the rrovincisl residence in Baltimo: =0ld the entire proverty to the
Carrelite Fathers in 1866, for $20,000. heve Cvril Knolil,0,C.C., re-
ceived the d+3d in 1874, Mesanwhile the parish and school enrollment
incressed 1.d the Acadermy wes no longer adequate, It was razed.

In September of 1868, the solemn laying of the corner-stone,
for the new sciool, took vlerce. By May 1869, the bullding wss com-
pleted snd dediceted. Father Knoll requested the Mother Superior
of the Ursuline Nuns of Louisville, Xy., to send three Nuns to the
new school. They errived October 1870. Soon after thelr errivel the
now convent waes dedicated.

In 1892, the Sisters opened Ursuline Acsdemy for students who
hed ocompleted the eight é;ades at SS. Peter and Faul's. Both boys
end girls were enrolled the first year. Later, the Academy was re-
stribted to girls,

"Alpine Hall"--a bullding locerted on the northeast corner of
Fayette Street was bought and the Ursuline Academy transferred to
this siGe. Clesses remained there until the building was rezed in




Pege 4. 8S. Peter snd Paul Churech (Gompound) ALATA 17
1821 in order to erect a new school. 1In May 1931, the corner-stone

of the present scheol bullding was laid.

Most Rev. John X. Neumann

Most Feve John S, Neumann waﬁ born in Bohemia in 181l. He chose
to be g missionary in America. FHe wss ordained, a secular priest
in St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York City. He entered the Redemp-
torists novitiate at Fittsburgh in 184¢. In 1842, he became thé first
to mnke his profession as s Redemptorist in this country. This took
plece in the cld St. Jacob's Chufch in Baltimore, Yeryland. Two years
later, he was made Superior of the Redemptorists in Pittsburgh, Ps.

In Jenuery of 1847, he was essigned to Baltimnore, where he wes

appointed Superior of the order in America. In this capecity, he
traveled t arlend, lMarvland to administer the Secrezments. It wes
then that he became escqueinted with the'Germane end learned of thelr
cesire to heve their own church end psstor. /J*-B‘“““*“(jégf“ w1818

Father Neumann was concscrated Bishop of Philedelphia in St.

Alphonsus' Church in Bsltimc s, March 28, 1852. He remained there
am ., 5
until hkis death in’1860. H! body reposes under the altar in 8t.

fe
s t‘.‘
Peter's Church, Philsdelphie, Pa., He wer wnede « Semtn (776 /‘y/ G-

Researched snd written by Pauline McEvoy, a member of Sf&. Peter and

Peul's Church.

Typed by
Hepel Groves Hansrote, Chsirman of the

First Committee of the Maryland Hiatorical Trust of Allegany County.

Detedéé 1970.
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1. STATE iiizé:mny HISTORIC AMERICAN BUlLDlN(jéSURVEY
: INVENTORY -
:gd:éﬁmberlarxi vicin Ty West-side L - /67
sTReeTNo. Fayette Street at 2. name S8 Peter % Paul Catholic
Smallwood Church, Ursuline Academy, Monastex
DATE OR PERIOD 1848 and Convent

ORIGINAL OWNER % .
ORIGINAL USE STYLE an emetery

prEsENT owneERATchbishop of Baltimore ARCHITECT

: D
PRESENT USE wvarious BRI DER
WALL CONSTRUCTION brick 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

NO. OF STORIES

¥

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIP TION OPEN TO PUBLIC Yes

1341--Germen Catholics attended frame church of St.Patrick's.

1847--Dec. 4, Present site selected. Land on Acadeny Hill former%y.gg;

Fort Hill because of Fort Cumberland. $850 for two lots. ;

1848--Foundation work by men of the parish. . Vo
- July 4, Cornerstone laid. Ghurch under roof by end of yeary,.

at cost of #5,600, Pew rent at #1 per seat and Sunday collé%_
ions for three months paid off the debt. Basement served §s1&g:

chapel, school and monastery. i
1850--Novitiate required larger quarters. o

purchased 2 1/8 acres of land (at Rose Hill Cemetery area){kj;ﬁ,

and divided into lots selling for {15.00 each, thus began ¢
SS Peter and Paul!s Cemetery on Fayette Street.
1852--Ursuline Academy, corner Favette and Plum Allev for £2,000.
18868--Ursuline Acsdemy building replaced;cornerstone laid,lR&9
1870--0ct. New Ursuline convent dedicated. Three Nuns (Ky)-arrived.
1866-~-Carmelite bought pronerty from Kedemptorists for £20,000.
1872--Two story sacristy built on both sides of sanctuary, each
extending nine feet beyond the length of the church--complete
1878--Capuchin fathers purchased entire property for (21,000.
1892--Ursuline academy completed with both boys and girls attending
One year later it became & school for girls only.
1893%--Cornerstone for new parish hall., High altars put in by
Carmelite's gradually replaced by hsnd-carved altars of the
Capuchin Brothers craftsmanship.
1898--Interior of church pesinted in fresco style. New organ.
1902--Stained glass windows at cost of £5,280/ Imported from

d .

Insbruck. ---0Ver--
1003--Monastery Wall completed. Alpine Hell on northeast corner
5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endongered interior 7\~ Exterior o v o1 1ant
@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH .
8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER typed by
IEIERvilEs IEEENRDS, (pRaos ol Hazel Groves Hansrote,Cha irman

Data research, Church History
by Pauline McEvoy, MHT and
member of S3.Feter & Panl's

Maryland Historical Trust and
Sec.-Preservation Society,
Allegany C

cgany CogREYoo, 1svo.

DATE OF RECCRD




R ALTC-f—117
of Fayette Street amd Horth Smallwood street bought.

Ursuline Academy transferred to this site.

1931-- Alpine Hall razed. Cornerstone of present school laid. 2
. -
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